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In the last years the awareness that culture is a strong element for competitiveness in the economy of knowledge has spread over.
Culture, indeed, is seen now from a different point of view: it is not a distinctive element for élites but instead it has become an element of identity, of integration and social cohesion, a central factor for the quality of life of citizens and an ingredient of innovation, creativity and economic growth.

The relationship between culture and development (of social, civil and economic kind) is one the focus of reflection for the EU. At the European level, in fact, the idea that culture can play a crucial role in the post-industrial economy is becoming stronger.
From the Lisbon strategy to Agenda 2020 the EU has confirmed its actions of support for a development based in knowledge and innovation, which has to be competitive, sustainable and inclusive, and has to produce at the same time more occupation and social cohesion.

In the same directions seems to move the Green Paper “Unlocking the potential of cultural and creative Industries”, which aims to urge all the State Members to consider the “transversal” nature during the formulation of national programs of reform.

Nevertheless this process of development and achievement of more concreteness has the necessity of the contribution coming from the civil society, a sharing of ideas to reach more approval among the institutions.

In fact there is still an intolerable gap between financial resources and political statements: the strategic relevance of culture is not, indeed, supported by an adequate funding.

This gap could be more significant in this time of severe economic and financial crisis: culture, therefore, becomes more vulnerable, because it is not posed as the core of public policies.

Thus, overcoming the “sectorialism” of culture is necessary: the point is to put it in a “transversal” perspective that underlines its effects on economic development, social cohesion, and on competitiveness in the post-industrial economy.
The consequence of this point is to relate more strictly the “what to do?” question with the “how to do it? “ one, that is to say transforming ideas into projects and proposals.

In this “horizontal”  perspective arises the role of the civil society which, in the European Year of Volunteering sees in culture one of its most significant activity of expression.

A very recent research promoted by Eurostat underlines the fact that in Europe 22/25% of people is involved in volunteering activities and that these activities are a fundamental factor for social cohesion; this research, moreover, highlights a positive correlation between the level of scholarship and the involvement in volunteering.

This is observed in particular in Italy and France, where there are many people involved in cultural, artistic and educational associations.
The preparatory discussion of this edition of Ravello Lab, which has involved in the last months the components of our Scientific Committee and a technical research group considered all this elements and the most recent studies of political kind that has been elaborated by the EU, the Council of Europe and by Unesco and other international institutions.

Ravello Lab – International Forum lies on this wide framework, with the contribution of Federculture, CUEBC, and Formez Italia.

As it was in the past, also this year Ravello Lab benefits by the recognition of the Presidency of the Council of the European Union, which in this semester is leaded by Poland.

At this sixth edition, Ravello Lab confirms its vocation to bring an original contribute of analysis, reflection and proposal, thanks to different Italian and international skills and experiences, in order to give to the policy makers a benefit in their formulation of new policies, suggesting new operative patterns that lie on professional and personal experiences of all you.
Ravello Lab, thus, has the ambition to represent a system resource offered to political authorities of the different institutional levels (starting from the European one), to create a deep discussion at the basis of the choices that have to be taken, avoiding self-referential decisions lacking in relationship with the civil society.

Ravello Lab 2011, focused on “Urban transformations, creative ecosystems and social cohesion: European cultural policies between crisis and development”, moves from the strong awareness of the severe crisis that hit all the European economies, and puts the necessity of identify new issues to elaborate alternative and effective ways of growth.

Therefore, carrying on from the past editions of the Lab, Italian and foreign administrators, players, scientists and policy makers will confront each other offering key issues concerning urban policies, territorial governance, cultural and creative industries, underlining the necessity of new skills and educational requirements of public administrators.

In order to handle the challenges of development the debate is structured in three parallel sessions: 

· Culture and cities: culture-based strategic planning in urban areas

· Culture and territories: culture driven development processes
· Culture and innovation: culture driven innovation processes
In economy of knowledge, in fact, the role of cities and their vision of development will be more and more critical.
This process needs to be replaced on a basis of new social and economic policies.

One of the best practice in this field is the project of the “European Capital of Culture” (ECoC), which is a matter of debate also in this edition of Ravello Lab, in order to help the reflection on Great Events that will take place in Italy in the next years (Universal Forum of Cultures 2013 in Naples, Expo 2015 in Milan and the ECoC in 2019).

The model of ECoC actually demonstrated a great potentiality not only from the culture point of view but also as an important input to re-draw cities from the urbanistic and infrastructural perspective, changing dismissed industrial areas with the active participation of their citizens.

For this reason the UK government, after the success of Liverpool ECoC 2008, decided to adopt a national program inspired to the ECoC model, and assigned to Londonderry (whose administration is our guest this year) the qualification of Britannic City of Culture in 2013.

Starting from this, a proposal (already presented in the past edition of Ravello Lab) is that a project of National Capital of Culture can be adopted by each European Country.

Moreover the relation between culture and economic development and social cohesion will be deepened in a euromediterranean perspective, in order to sustain the dialogue between the two banks of the Mediterranean sea.

At these issues is linked the one of cultural and creative industries, which can become a strong generator of economic value.

The recent report commissioned by the European Commission to Kea Associates (whose partner, Philip Kern, is here as our guest) showed that, in 2008, cultural and creative industries of the EU concurred to the GDP for the 6,9% (about 860 billion €) employing 14 million of workers (about 6,5% of the total occupation in EU).

In Italy, according to an Istituto Tagliacarne research, in 2008 the enterprises operating in this economic sector were more than 900.000 units (in Italy the total of enterprises of non - agricultural business is of 4,5 million units).

From 2003 to 2009 the mount of this category of enterprises grew of 11,8%, overcoming of 5 percentage points the average growth of the entire economy in Italy (+6,9%).

This growth was in particular related to enterprises operating in visual arts, entertainment and cultural heritage, which grew of 24%.

The sector of “creative activities” (design, architecture and advertising) grew of 11,3% and “cultural industries”  (film industry, broadcasting, music industry and publishing, videogames industry) of 4,8%.

Considering the strategic importance of this economic sector the development of cultural and creative industries has to be certainly considered as a key factor in national industrial policies.
An important experience in this field is represented by the “creative clusters” promoted by the Regional Agency “Campania Innovazione”.

Another issue of Ravello Lab is the cultural “governance” at the territorial level ; the Cariplo Foundation “Cultural Districts” experience will confront with the Management Plans of the Unesco sites.

At this sixth edition Ravello Lab confirms itself as an original model of meeting and debating on cultural policies for economic and social development of territories, and our Lab aims to draw a strategy of economic growth and integration by the formulation of the “Ravello Lab Recommendations.

This document will contain concrete proposals for political authorities in order to adopt effective actions of support for social and economic development.

We wish that the working method will be valid for our debate but we are ready to make it better with your suggestions: our intention is indeed of building up a permanent community of partners that can keep in touch and reflect together even after Ravello.

A great thanks goes to all the Institutions and public and private organizations that patron and support Ravello Lab, which is under the High Patronage of the President of the Italian Republic.

Thanks also to the Scientific Committee, presided by Professor Pier Luigi Sacco, and to all the experts and co-workers that made this Lab possible.

Thanking you for your willingness, repaid – I hope- by the beautifulness of this villa and the Ravello landscape, I wish to all of us a good work.
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